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Mission 

 

We are a private, four day STEM Academy built on experiential learning models. We combine 

experiential learning with STEM integration.  Our mission is to inspire and create authentic 

curriculum to provide a balanced learning environment, nurturing children’s natural curiosity 

about their world with student-centered experiences.  Currently servicing grades K-9 with plans 

to grow with our students to 12th grade by 2020.  

 

Philosophy 
 

We believe in small class sizes to maximize differential instruction and to accommodate a 

variety of learning styles. We believe in spending less time in traditional classroom mode and 

more time spent on experiential education, both in and out of the school setting. Our curriculum 

is STEM centered (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) and emphasizes 

inquiry-based learning, problem solving, and the development of 21st century skills.  

LTSA is a part of the Xsci Research Learning Collaborative based out of the University of 

Colorado, Boulder. 

http://www.xsci.org 
 

Please see our latest lecture on our findings, “The Case for Experiential Learning.” (under our 

Events tab) Also, please 

follow us on our Lake Travis STEM Academy Facebook page to keep up with our most current 

Experiences!! 

 

School Hours 
 

Lake Travis STEM Academy has formal school days Monday –Thursdays with an optional 5th 

day of enrichment classes on Fridays.  Please see our Enrichment information on our website.  

Mon. – Thurs. 

8:45am - 3:30pm 

Early Morning and After School Care details available upon request. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.xsci.org/
http://www.ltstemacademy.org/
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“How Do I Enroll My Child Into LTSA?” 

 
Each year, Lake Travis STEM Academy holds an “enrollment period.” During this time, parents 

who are interested in enrollment in a school other than their designated neighborhood school for 

the next school year must participate in the enrollment process. Lake Travis STEM Academy’s  

goal is to prepare our students for success. If your family desires a challenging, preparatory 

education, we invite you to set up an appointment with our Director for a school tour, and 

informational visit.   

Once you have all your information from our Director, and feel that LTSA might be a good fit 

your family, you will receive our application packet via email.   This completed application 

packet and process must be turned in and completed by the established deadline at the close of 

the enrollment period. Additional information about enrollment timelines and procedures may be 

obtained by contacting us at kori@ltstemacademy.org 

Acceptance of students into LTSA is based on feedback from their shadow day at LTSA, 

samples and reports of past student work, past teacher evaluations, common educational 

philosophy of family and school, availability and classroom size. When applications to the 

school exceed spaces available, you have the option of placing your student on our waitlist 

(waitlist fee is $50) Once admitted to LTSA, students will be offered first spots for the next 

school year before open enrollment begins. 

If my student is not offered a space this year, am I placed on the wait list for the next school 

year? 

If your student is not offered a space for the upcoming school year and you are interested in 

attendance the next year, you must re-apply during the next enrollment period. If you are on the 

wait list and a spot opens up, you will be notified immediately. 

*Note: There is a non-refundable registration fee.  Please see our website for details of 

all fees.  www.ltstemacademy.org 
 

Nutrition 

To support healthy children and highly functioning classrooms, we request that lunches and 

snacks are made from wholesome foods. We discourage: soda, candy, high fructose corn syrup, 

caffeine, hydrogenated oils, artificial coloring, and monosodium glutamate. 

Homework  

LTSA teachers strive to assign homework that is relevant, meaningful, and appropriate for each 

child's ability. Homework is assigned throughout the week (with the exception of unfinished 

homework & on-going weekly assignments) and is due the following Monday (unless otherwise 

specified by a teacher.)  

http://www.ltstemacademy.org/
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Students are required to read, reflect, and practice Math concepts every night.  Because of the 

shorter amount of time in school, homework completion is important to each child's success. 

Parents are asked to commit to helping ensure their child is returning homework that is on-time, 

neat, complete, and shows effort in its completion. 

Admissions Criteria  

Admissions criteria: 

• Is the child Gifted/Talented or highly motivated?  

• Does LTSA meet the child's academic and social needs? 

• Would the family be enthusiastic, respectful, & involved members of the community? 

• Do we have space? 

While LTSA is able to accommodate a range of learning styles and personalities, we are unable 

to accept children with serious learning differences and/or behavioral issues 

Family Interviews 

The family interview is a comfortable, low-stress get-together attended by both parents of an 

applicant, the student, the teachers and the director. This is a good time to ensure that our 

program is a good fit for your family. During this meeting, your child will be able to meet the 

teacher and spend some one-on-one time with the teacher. Feel free to bring a list of questions; 

we'd be happy to answer them! If your child is applying for the 1st -12th grade class, please bring 

your child's last report card and samples of his/her work. 

Assessment  

At LTSA we do not have state standardized tests, or final exams. In lieu of final exams, we have 

final projects/presentations. We do "check-ins" with students regularly (about once per month in 

all areas of study) to evaluate the level of progress and or mastery on specific objectives. Check-

ins are hands-on and involve our teachers assessing progress with children individually and in 

small groups. These assessments allow the teacher to get a feel for which objectives need more 

review and which objectives have already been mastered.  In addition to the classroom, 

homework, and project work, which gives teachers a good feel for mastery, regular "check-ins" 

provide teachers with additional information with which to assess students and plan lessons.  

After the 1st presentation assessment of the year, teachers sit down with each student to go over 

their own student goals for the rest of the year. 
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Though we do not assign “letter” grades, we do have assessment rubrics that score 1-4 or some 

assignments will have percentage scores to show the student progress and or mastery of skills.  
Each student has a portfolio that is reviewed with the parents and students at teacher conference 

times. Parents receive Assessment Reports that cover study skills, quality of workmanship as 

well as proficiency in core academic objectives. The report outlines strengths, areas that need 

support, and gives feedback to know if the student is on track for the next grade level.  This 

Assessment Portfolio follows them through their school years, if they switch to a different 

school, the records of the portfolio are transferred. 

 

Families attend parent-student- teacher conferences in Fall and Spring as well as a year-end 

review. Families are always invited to view their child's portfolios. 

LTSA admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, 

programs and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It does 

not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of its 

educational policies, admissions policies, and school-administered programs.   

Optional 5th Day Enrichment Fridays 

Enrichment Classes are designed to enhance your child’s interests in Robotics, Game Design, 

Space Exploration, Music, Art and Creative Writing to name a few. These are elective classes 

and will be an additional tuition cost, they are not part of the M-TH core classes.  

We delight in providing a wide range of developmentally appropriate activities for the children. 

Tuition & Fees for Academy School Days, Enrichment Fridays 

and our Summer Camps!  

See our website for details and fees – www.ltstemacademy.org 

  

http://www.ltstemacademy.org/
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